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Social Media Is Changing the Church
R efl e c t io n  By G ary Langley
ark Zuckerberg wasn’t trying to get rich or change the world; he wanted to 
meet girls. In February 2004 the Harvard undergrad launched a campus-wide, 
web-based social network called, at that time, “the facebook”, in order to meet
unapproachable women on campus. The idea spread like wildfire across Harvard, 
and soon spread to Stanford and Yale.
The rest, as they say, is history. From that small beginning has 
grown the ubiquitous social networking platform that left MyS- 
pace in the dust. Today there are an astounding 350,000,000 ac­
tive Facebook users worldwide, more than 10% of whom update 
their status daily. Forrester Research recently published a study 
that revealed that nearly 60% of all adult web users maintain a 
profile on social networking sites, with Facebook being the over­
whelming dominant site. In fact, their research showed that only 
17% of all adult internet users do not participate in online social 
networking.
As a pastor of a church with a young demographic, I have 
found the use of Facebook, Twitter and text messaging an impor­
tant part of our communications strategy. Where once we used 
an email list to encourage participation and maintain connection 
with the congregation, we now Tweet and post Facebook updates 
for immediate response. Email is seen by many of the younger 
members of our congregation as an obsolete, 90s method, as out­
dated as a fax machine. Now that Facebook’s smart phone apps 
enable push-button notification, urgent prayer requests, last min­
ute schedule changes and program reminders are a status update 
away.
Recently one of our pastors received a call on her cell phone 
informing her that a child from the church was on the way to the 
emergency room with high fever and other symptoms that seemed 
to suggest H1N1 —  swine flu. The family was, quite naturally, 
concerned and calling for prayer. A decade ago, we would have ac­
tivated the informal phone-tree network and eventually the word 
would have passed through our community. When the pastor was 
notified she sent a mass text message to all twelve members of our 
core leadership team, and they, in turn passed that text along to 
others. Before the family arrived at the emergency room dozens of 
people had already been called to prayer for the child.





I remember when I was a junior in college. My brother, 
who was a college freshman, sent me an email telling me 
to sign up for this thing called “Facebook”. He told me 
that someone at his school on the east coast had invented 
it, and it had just been opened up to students at other 
schools, including mine in West Los Angeles.
At first I ignored him, then finally I signed up for a 
page, more out of a favor to him than out of any sense 
that it would one day be useful. I was confident that this 
“Facebook” would never catch on, and I was mocked by 
my roommates for even creating a profile.
It wasn’t very many years later that as a college pastor I 
had all but given up on email as a way of communicating 
to students that were a part of our group. Facebook was 
the dominate way to communicate, and email was all 
but obsolete. I still haven’t thanked my brother for sug­
gesting I join Facebook, but perhaps I should.
The social media revolution is, of course, not limited 
to Facebook. Twitter, Tumblr, Flickr, endless written and 
video blogs, and countless other sites are continuously 
changing the way that human beings communicate with





As Gary Langley writes in our front page story, social 
media is a tremendous resource for getting information 
and advertising out to large numbers of people, and yet 
many churches have, to this point, failed to utilize it. 
This is somewhat understandable given that the language 
of social media has a bit of a learning curve. I still find 
myself trying to explain Twitter to someone at least a few 
times a month. To be honest, I’m still getting acquaint­
ed with Tumblr. And I know there are resources ou t 
there that I have yet to discover.
What is important to recognize is 
that the days of church websites being 
sufficient are over, just like the days 
of placing ads in the Yellow Pages are . 
over. New generations require new ^  vl
Christian leaders who can effectively 
utilize social media for the purposes 
of the gospel, thus I believe learning 
the language of social media must be 
a priority for all of us that aspire to 
church leadership. S
-Brian Kiley, SEMI Editor
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Writing Like a Pastor Re fl e c t io n  B y  Bra n d o n  G a id e
There are few things quite like sitting down at my clunky laptop with a cup a’ joe and 
a head full of thoughts and beginning to blog. I love it. The written word has a clean 
and tidy feel to it that calms the whirlwind of thoughts in my mind.
Writing helps me make sense of 
my world. My hope, shared with 
most writers I think, is that straight­
ening out my understanding of the 
world might also straighten out the 
understandings of my readers. Un­
derstanding doesn’t make us new 
people, but it can help us live more 
peaceably with the incongruities we 
stumble across.
But what if it could make us new 
people? What if writing could trans­
form? Not in a baptismal sense, of 
course, but in a way that genuinely 
rewires a tendency to live selfishly, or 
pridefully, or fearfully. How can I 
write like that?
Candidly, I confess that one of my 
favorite activities is to stand before all 
my bookshelves and admire myself, 
gloating over the many books I have 
read. It’s like flexing my feeble brain 
muscles in a mirror. But in all those 
books, there are precious few that 
have significantly changed my life. 
As much as I wish it were otherwise, 
many of the books that I have read 
are all but forgotten once they return 
to the shelf.
What this tells me is that our lives 
can be significantly affected by writ­
ing. But it also tells me that either, 
1) I am a terrible book selector, or 2) 
I am not the one affecting my own 
transformation. This second option 
is a wet blanket for the seminary stu­
dent like me, who tends to equate the 
diminishing real estate of his book­
shelves with sanctification. In spite 
of my best efforts, however, I can’t 
read my way into the kingdom.
Even more mysteriously, the 
books that have been so transforma­
tive in my life end up as coasters, or 
worse, bathroom books, when my 
friends borrow them. There’s little 
joy in walking into someone’s bath­
room and seeing your precious copy
of a book gathering bathroom dust 
on top of the toilet tank. After mut­
tering under my breath, I realize that 
there must be more to life change 
than simply downloading insights or 
stories. What am I missing?
This brings me back to writing. 
If I write in the knowledge that only 
certain books transform, and that 
these certain books are different for 
every person, I approach my writing 
very differently. It’s clear that there 
is something else going on in read­
ing, something independent of the 
words on the page, however skillfully 
wrought. So, while it’s fine to pub­
lish my musings on the blogosphere 
without much forethought, if I re­
ally want my writing to be transfor­
mative, if I really want to be pasto­
ral with this gift, I must take a more 
intentional tack. I must introduce a 
“who” into my writing; not the Dr. 
Seuss kind, but a person, an agent, a 
mover. If I want my writing to grip 
peoples’ hearts and hold on tighdy, I 
must write from my knees.
Prayer is a subject to which I like 
to offer a polite nod while I go on 
seeking a more “realistic” solution. 
It’s the stillness of it, the quietness, 
the cessation, that makes it such an 
unlikely practice for me. Why spend 
time praying for writing when I could 
be redrafting? Resolving that split in­
finitive may well be the key to trans­
forming someone’s life.
So I press on in my un-prayed la­
bors, searching for the way to phrase 
something that will make it catalytic. 
But when I prod the few books that 
have transformed me in the hope that 
they will spill their literary secrets, 
I can find no commonalities. It’s a 
page from an abstract theology book, 
and a chapter from a book about the 
Simpsons, and a vignette of a person’s 
life, and a suggestion from a cheap
Christian paperback. There’s too 
much randomness here to identify a 
pattern. In short, there is no writ­
ing style to follow to change lives. A 
better illustration, a clearer sentence, 
and greater organization all have their 
place. But it is God, only God, who 
can redraft our hearts.
My conclusion is plain: prayer 
makes our writing pastoral. Prayer 
can make our writing transformative. 
Prayer asks for my writing to be ed­
ited on the reader’s end, not just on 
my end. In so doing, I move away 
from writing for my own gain, and 
move toward writing as a service to 
others. My thoughts become located 
in the concerns of others, and I write 
accordingly.
I tend to write with little faith, set­
tling for the smallness of narcissism 
or compliments. But to know that 
I could be used by God, that hearts 
could be changed, and by doing 
something I love! That is far better! 
May our respective gifts never be em­
ployed, but with prayer. El
Brandon Gaide (3rd yr., M AT), 
blogs at brandongaide.blog- 
spot.com. His blog is named 
after a song by the greatest 
Christian ska band ever.
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Bringing Social Media to  Church
There are many useful social media platforms, here are six to use In your church:
Facebook
W h a t i t  is : You 
should know by 
now.
H o w  churches 
can use i t :  Use 
groups and fan 
pages to gather attendees and others that are interested in 
your church. The pages can then be used to promote events, 
share news, generate bu zz, and send mass emails. Facebook 
also provides virtually limitless ways to connect with con­
gregants.
Posterous
posterous* is the dead sim ple plac
Ë &-a»'_____ ¡S'
W h a t is i t :  A  service 
that enables you to post 
just about anything (text, 
audio, video, etc.) online 
quickly and easily using 
email.
H o w  churches can use i t :  Use it as a place for church 
members to share content from events, prayer requests, 
ideas, and encouragement. It is also a useful host for church 
blogs. Posterous can link to other social media sites, so it is a 
great way to make content accessible to a wide audience.
Tw itter
W h a t it  is: A micro-blogging site 
where you can share your thoughts 
w ith the world. In 140 characters 
or less, o f course.
H o w  churches can use i t :  You 
can "tw eefannouncem ents about 
upcoming events, passages of 
Scripture, requests for feedback, new content that is avail­
able, encouragement, and prayer requests. Twitter can also 
be a great w ay for missions teams to share updates, photos, 
videos, and prayer requests. Pastors can use it to give con­
gregants another window into their personal lives.
Vimeo
ÿ h m ë o l
W h a t it  is: A video shar­
ing site that allows you to 
upload and share videos.
H o w  churches can 
use i t :  Upload sermons 
from weekend services 
to share with those who 
may not be able to make it. You can also record video blogs 
or other messages from pastors and staff, and then use Twit­
ter or Facebook to publicize them .
F lic k r__
W h a t it  is: An online 
photo management and 
sharing application that 
helps make photos and 
video available to wide 
audiences.
H o w  churches can use 
it : Set up a church Flickr 
account and use it to share photos and videos from services 
and events. It can also be used to edit photos and create cards 
and books with your photos.
flickr
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COFFEE w ith Chuck
m
{ ^  _______J
By C h u c k  N o rto n
Possibly the BEST 
and WORST Way to 
Make Coffee:
Moka Stovetop
Chuck Norton can make 
great coffee by dumping 
used grounds in cold w a­
ter and staring it dow n. He 
doesn't need a Moka Pot.
When I first laid hands on a Bialetti Moka - also known as a “Stove- 
top coffee maker,” “Italian espresso maker,” or just “Moka Pot” - I was so 
giddy. I was on my way to West Africa and that little three-cup machine 
would allow me to enjoy delicious coffee without electricity.
Eight years later, I hate the little bugger. Grinds are continuously clog­
ging the metallic filter. The bottom just loves rust. The rubber rings go 
bad every few years allowing boiling coffee to spew out the sides onto the 
stove. It’s impossible to clean the top container without life-threatening 
chemicals. That’s just when you take good care of it. And about 80% of 
the time it makes the nastiest coffee you’ll ever taste in your life!
But, the other 20% (no, make it 10%) of the time, the Moka can make 
the most unique espresso on the face of the earth. How, you ask? Let me 
share my hard-earned knowledge of how to conquer this treasure trove.
First, know that if you ever allow the water to spew out the top - es­
pecially when boiling! - it’ll taste like boiled dirt. What I recommend is 
either 1) pour only 2/3 the recommended water amount in the bottom, 
or 2) only allow it to extract 2/3 as much & then turn the heat off. Either 
way - it can’t be too hot or the coffee burns.
Second, never tamp it at all, not even slightly. You can try creating a 
mound of coffee on the filter before securing the lid. This allows the maxi­
mum amount of coffee / water.
Lastly, know how to prepare the drink. It has such a unique flavor 
that it doesn’t go as well with too much thin milk. Instead try 1:4 parts 
pre-heated half & half if you need milk. But the best way (thanks M. Wa- 
chsmuth): vigorously froth 1 tsp of sugar with the first drops of espresso 
as you wait for rest to brew; then pour over the finished espresso to mimic 
cream.
Delicioso! m
We Love Your M oney!
By Be n  C o w e n , ASC P resid en t
Do you wonder what that $36 per quarter fee ($24 or $12 if you're part-time) has been spent on? Here is a short synopsis of w hat the 
All-Seminary Council has been doing with your money. The Graduate Unions, the Vice Presidents, staff and President have been hard at 
work dialoguing with various administrators on variety issues: community concerns, technological issues, the hours o f the library, access 
to databases for SOP students, Refectory hours, providing resources for students that have had an emergency 
situation, providing a forum for international students to discuss the good and challenging elements of living 
in America, and the list goes on. Many of the things the All-Seminary Council does are not visible, such as 
promoting the quality of life for students and ensuring that campus diversity grows and thrives. This year's 
ASC has modified a saying from Irenaeus, "The Glory of God is humanity fully alive" (English translation pro­
vided by Dr. Linda Wagener) to, "The Glory of God is the Fuller community fully alive!"
In helping this to become a visible reality, the ASC financed the Derek Webb concert and is funding the 
launch o f The Fuller Company, the first student theatre group on campus. The ASC has been working to con­
vert the Catalyst into a student social lounge (more details to come!) and previously organized a Town Hall 
meeting with the provost and deans to bring the administration and students in direct contact with one 
another. The ASC hosted the Mission Fair to promote the work of the kingdom of God domestically and inter­
nationally and to help SIS students gather practicum information. This is a very minute summary of w hat this year's ASC has done, and 
the majority o f us are getting ready to graduate. Yet, it becomes our clarion call to you. If you love Fuller and care about its future, then 
consider being a part of the ASC next year, and watch for more information that will be available in the coming weeks about how you can 
participate! E 3
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An Open Letter to the Fuller Community: Can Men Be Silent for One Day?
One of the misused verses in Scripture is 1 Cor 14:34, which says in the NIV, “Women 
should be silent in the churches...” Properly understood, it points to the newfound 
freedom women were experiencing in Christianity and should be understood within 
the context of the many ways Scripture affirms women speaking and leading in the 
Christian faith, such as Priscillas teaching, Deborahs leadership, or the daughters of
Acts 2:17 prophesying.
This freedom is something that 
Fuller as an institution affirms each 
time a female professor speaks to her 
classes or female students prepare for 
ministry. Because women have much 
more audibility on our campus than 
in some Christian groups, we some­
times risk deceiving ourselves into 
thinking equality has been achieved 
for women— at least here at home (at 
least if we are not women). We of­
ten forget or fail to acknowledge the 
many indirect ways they are silenced, 
whether through subde chauvinism 
(like when the tone and direction of 
a discussion is led primarily by male 
voices) or through myriad deeper “si­
lences” women experience on both a 
national or global basis.
When Jimmy Carter pulled out 
from the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, citing the denominations posi­
tion against women and the abuses 
patriarchy leads to among his rea­
sons, his fellow Baptists responded by 
saying he was distorting their posi­
tion and that they certainly did not 
hurt women. This, unfortunately, is 
the subde attitude of many in society, 
even those who say they believe in 
the rights of women. The truth is that 
anytime women are not given a voice, 
they are harmed. Whether someone 
hits them or not, injustice occurs.
Unfortunately, more often than 
not, women in the United States, 
from all religions and denominations, 
experience injustice in silence. Some 
of this injustice does indeed include 
violence. According to www.athealth. 
com, “... more than 2.5 million fe­
males experience some form of vio­
lence each year. Further, almost 2 out
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of 3 females in this population have 
been attacked by a family member 
or a person with which they are ac­
quainted.”
The silence of injustice in its many 
forms does not stop with the US 
however. Aung San Suu Kyi remains 
the international picture of womens 
silence as she sits under house arrest 
in Burma. Her fellow Nobel laure­
ate, Shirin Ebadi, had her Nobel 
medal seized by the Iranian govern­
ment in November and lives in ex­
ile, and these two represent scores of 
women enduring injustice without 
a voice and without publicity. Ac­
cording to Amnesty International, 
at least 60 million girls are “missing”
because of gender-selective abortion 
or “inadequate care” when parents 
favored male children.” Worldwide, 
70 percent of women murdered are 
killed by those whom Scripture gives 
the specific charge to love them the 
most— their husbands and domestic 
partners.
For the most part, women endure 
this by being silenced— by their 
domestic abusers, by their culture, 
even by their governments. Some­
times they especially endure abuse, 
neglect, the repression of rights, or 
even just subtle chauvinism in the 
church. Can we imagine the church 
being a place of vulnerability and 
protection for women to come and 
say, “Fve been hurt. I need healing,” 
or for men to come and say, “Ive 
hurt women. I need healing,” when 
most discussions in the church turn 
into delineated lists of things women 
can’t do?
A suburban pastor I knew in col­
lege said he was reminded of the 
huge difference between knowing 
the plight of the poor and experienc­
ing the plight of the poor when he 
visited his friends inner-city Mem­
phis church. Unfortunately, the 
difference between knowing and ex­
periencing is much more divided in 
gender relations. Men can know a 
lot about womens circumstances and 
read statistics, but for the most part 
it is very difficult for them to expe­
rience womens injustices. Logically, 
how can they be women? Perhaps the 
best we can ask is that they turn in­
tellectual knowledge into experiential 
knowledge by walking alongside us
Please see SILE N T on page 7
Continued from  page 6  
and listening to our stories.
March 8, 2010 is International 
Women’s Day. In light of the many 
women who are silenced every day, 
wouldn’t it be incredible if the men 
on Fuller’s campus stood in solidar­
ity with them on that day and to try 
in their own small way to experience 
the silence many women endure in­
ternationally all 365 days of the year? 
What if every male on our campus 
voluntarily surrenders his right to 
speak in class that day and lets only 
women speak in discussions? What 
if male professors invite women to 
speak in their classrooms for all or at 
least part of each class session, share 
anonymous prayer concerns or testi­
monies about injustice at the begin­
ning of classes, or found other ways to 
give women voices? What if men use 
their silence to highlight the voices 
of the women around them, pray for
Social M e d ia  „  . _
Continued from  page 1
A young woman attended our 
services while engaged in a Disciple- 
ship Training School at Youth With 
A Mission (YWAM). Upon comple­
tion of her DTS she left for a six 
week short-term mission in Asia. As 
often as she could, she would get to 
an internet connection and update 
her Facebook status to give us a bet­
ter idea of how we should be pray­
ing for her. We were able, in return, 
to post encouraging, supportive re­
sponses on her Facebook page. Some 
of the missionary pioneers of earlier 
centuries would post letters contain­
ing prayer requests that took months 
to arrive. Technology has made the 
world smaller and communications 
virtually immediate.
One of the value-added aspects of 
Facebook is the ability to leverage the 
ability to link other social media tech­
nologies. With a Twitter account and 
a Facebook account I have the ability 
to send a Tweet that will be read by 
my 200+ followers, and that Tweet
them, learn to listen, and save their 
questions or thoughts for another day 
(in effect, reversing the abused Corin­
thian passage)?
And what if we used the cross in 
the center of campus to give both 
men and women the chance to write 
about collective injustices women ex­
perience locally, nationally, and glob­
ally? What if women were able to 
write on an anonymous note card or 
post-it note, “I hate it when male col­
leagues do this,” or “My partner beat 
me last week and I’m afraid to admit 
it’s abuse,” or “I hate it when men 
yell at me,” or “I’m concerned about 
the women in my country who lack 
healthcare,” etc. What if symbolically 
and anonymously, we let women tape 
their concerns about injustice to the 
cross and when that’s full, tape them 
to the walls of the prayer garden or 
Garth throughout the week of March
posterous' is the place to post everything, just
atefH—Croota an oocount.
S k i p  it! N o setup or signup
step 2 Email anything to post@posterous.com 
tach photos, MP3"s, and flies
step 3  See the site you made
ts ta nt fy w ith your new  posterous at 
http://yournam e.posterous.com
Try it now by emailing post@posterous.co«
G e l : ii A Soim*«* V A H o O f A O L
(140-character text) will also become 
my Facebook update. Taking that one 
step further, I added a posterous.com 
blog account to which posts are made 
by sending an ordinary email... the 
subject line of that Posterous post 
becomes my latest Tweet, which be­
comes my Facebook update, and on 
it goes.
Posterous offers the flexibility of 
emailing text, photos, web links or 
video links, and it does an amazing 
job of interpreting your intent; video
8th, so others could see the injustice 
and pray for them?
So many women endure the collec­
tive and individual silence of injustice 
every day, why not stand collectively 
in silence to give our women a voice 
and honor them on International 
Women’s Day? Is it so hard to ask that 
men voluntarily endure one day what 
so many women endure involuntarily 
everyday?
Sincerely,












All authors/endorsers are SOT PhD students in Chris­
tian Ethics, except Glen Stassen, w ho is SOT faculty.
links become embedded videos, mul­
tiple photos become galleries and the 
process is simple and seamless.
Did I mention the cost for having 
all of these technological capabilities? 
Free. You can’t beat that price.
If your church or ministry orga­
nization is still struggling to build a 
website, thinks email is a new-fangled 
technology and still spends a fortune 
on an ad in the Yellow Pages, drag 
them —  kicking and screaming if 
necessary —  into the 21st Century. 
Here are some places to start:
Facebook, the social networking 
site: www.facebook.com
Twitter -  140-character mini­
blogging network: www.twitter.com 
Posterous -  simple, full-featured 
blogs via email: www.posterous.com
0
Gary Langley (2nd yr.,
M A G L) Is so technological­
ly advanced that he scoffs 
(nicely) at regular emails.
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F U L L E R  H A P P EN IN G S
T H E  R EFEC TO R Y Beginning Monday, March 
8, 2010, the Refectory is under the new 
management of Alegre Food Services, www. 
alegreroods.com. New business hours: Mon­
day—Thursday 7:00 a.m. —7:00p.m. Friday 
7:00a.m .-l :30p.m. Grand opening: Mon­
day March 29.
2 0 10 -11 PAR IS H  P U LP IT  F ELLO W S H IP  Applica­
tions are being taken for the 2010-2011 Par­
ish Pulpit Fellowship. One to two fellowships 
are available ($24,000 for singe recipient; 
$28,000 for a married recipient, if spouse 
accompanies) to graduating MDiv students 
who are committed to parish pulpit ministry. 
Recipients must have completed all degree 
requirements by the end of spring or sum­
mer quarter, 2010. Awardees are expected to 
travel and study overseas during the 2010- 
2011 academic year, beginning in the fall of 
2010. Applications are available at the School 
of Theology Dean’s office 626.584.5300 or e- 
mail sot-deansoffice@fuller.edu. Application 
deadline: Friday, March 19 by 5:00pm.
COMING S O O N , SCHOOL O F T H EO LO G Y  LECTURE 
SERIES SPRING 2010 Dr. Scott Cormode and 
Clayton Schmit will be giving their inaugu­
ral lectures on April 6 and April 20, 2010, 
respectively. Dr. Cormode will be present­
ing a lecture titled, “The Faithful Next Step: 
Forming Christian Leaders for the Future’’,
and Dr. Schmit will be giving a lecture titled, 
“Walk Humbly With Your God.” Visiting 
lecturer Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson, New 
Testament professor from Candler School of 
Theology, will conclude the series with the 
2010 Payton Lectures May 5-6 with two lec­
tures under the theme of, “Spirit and Body: 
the Corinthians and the New Creation“. All 
are invited to attend. For more information 
contact the SOT Dean’s Office at 626.584.53 
00 or theology@fuller.edu.
CHINESE S TU D EN T FELLO W S H IP  (CSF)
10a.m.-11 a. m., Thursdays in the International 
Students Concerns Committee Room (above the 
ISO  Food Bank garage, behind Taylor Hall.) 
For more info, contact Teng-Kuan Ng at 
tengkuan_ng@fuller. edu.
IS YOUR HUSBAND A STUDENT AT FULLER? All student 
wives are invited to join SUPPORT, the Bi­
ble study, prayer and fellowship group just 
for you!
SUPPORT has two distinct meeting times: 
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00—11:00 a.m. 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 3rd floor. (Cor­
ner of Colorado Blvd. and Madison Ave.) 
Childcare is provided for children 0-5 years. 
Thursday Evenings, 7:00—9:00p.m . Chang 
Commons. Fuller housing complex on N. 
Madison. Theme Room 2. (Enter from the 
Oakland side, through the tot lot.) No
childcare provided. For more information 
contact: Heather Henry at 415.497.9194. 
heatherhenry44@yahoo.com.
TAX TIM E Tax preparer, licensed and bonded, 
e-filing available, specializing in ministers, 
Fuller students ana staff. Reasonable rates. 
Serving Fuller since 1989. Ask for Tom Dunn 
at 818.352.8237
The Services section o f  the SEMI is for announdng services 
and events not offered by Fuller. Individuals are personally 
responsible for evaluating the quality and type o f service 
before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life 
and Services do not recommend or guarantee any of the 
services listed.
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